CHAPTER   II.
NOVITIATE. 1809-1816.
IT was not till a year and a half after he thus cast in his lot with his father that Mac-ready actually " commenced actor." He was too old for a Young Roscius, too young for a mature tragedian ; and he had no idea of serving an apprenticeship in minor parts. After a miserable six months in Manchester, helping his father to dodge the sheriffs officers, he undertook the supervision of the Newcastle Theatre for a short summer season, and "fell desperately in love with one of the actresses." In the autumn he went to London to learn fencing under Angelo, and study the leading actors of the day. His father forbade him to see John Philip Kemble, lest he should imitate his style; but the prohibition was needless, as the O. P. riots, which broke out on September 18, the evening before Macready's arrival in town, banished that noble Roman from the boards during his whole stay. On nights when the O. P. party did not begin their orgy until half-price time, he saw G. F. Cooke, Young, Charles Kemble, Munden, Fawcett, Emery, and Listen; at the Lyceum he saw the burnt-out Drury Lane company; and at the Surrey he saw Elliston in the "Grand Ballet of Music and Action